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What is a Local 
Records Centre?

Or to put it another way:

A one-stop-shop for ecological 
information and a valued resource 
for the local community.

A Local Records Centre is:

“a not-for-profit service run in partnership 
for the public benefit, which collects, 
collates, manages and disseminates 
information of known quality relating to 
the wildlife, wildlife sites and habitats 
for a defined geographical area.”
	
	 NBN Position Statement on 
	 Local Records Centres 2004

▲	Meadow Brown Butterfly © Sue Keeton

▶	Scarlet Elf Cup © Jo Anderson
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Introducing your Local 
Records Centres

The Environmental Records Information Centre (ERIC) North East 
collates, manages and disseminates wildlife data to support the 
conservation, understanding and enjoyment of local biodiversity and 
geodiversity.

By working closely with local data providers and the National 
Biodiversity Network, Local Records Centres provide a 'one-stop-shop' 
for information on sites, habitats and species in the region. The services 
they provide are essential for underpinning policies and decision making 
in both the public and private sector, and to ensure compliance with 
national and international legislation. 

Because of their capacity to engage and support local volunteers with 
expertise in ecological and geological survey, species identification and 
data management, Local Records Centres deliver valuable services in a 
highly cost-effective way.

1  2  
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ERIC North East profile
ERIC North East commenced as the official local records centre (LRC) 
for the region in January 2010 and is hosted by the Great North Museum: 
Hancock within Tyne & Wear Archives & Museums. It is governed by an 
independent Board made up of a range of stakeholders, including the 
voluntary wildlife recording community, and is funded by grants and 
service level agreements.

Prior to 2006, there was no established LRC collating and serving 
digital information for the North East. The Exploring Your Environment 
Project funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund, Northumbrian Water, 
Newcastle University, Tyne & Wear Museums, Natural England and 
Northumberland Wildlife Trust formed the development phase of ERIC 
North East between August 2006 and December 2009. 

Working closely with the local recording community, ERIC North 
East now manages a database of over 1.8 million records.  This data 
is available due to the hard work and dedication of the voluntary 
recorders and naturalist groups who share their records as well as the 
organisations who collect data as part of their normal business.

ERIC North East 
Great North Museum: Hancock
Barras Bridge
Newcastle upon Tyne
NE2 4PT
Tel: 0191 222 5158	 Fax: 0191 222 6753
Email: eric.ne@twmuseums.org.uk

www.ericnortheast.org.uk

North East Local Records Centre profiles
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“ERIC provides an efficient service collating data 
from a wide range of sources. Such data provided 
through consultation is able to create a better-
informed assessment of a given site than surveying 
alone can achieve. Historical records can be of 
particular value.”

Elizabeth Ross, Ecological Consultant E3 Ecology
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More than a database!
ERIC North East holds over 1.8 million digitised species records, of 
which over 230,000 are of legally protected and BAP priority species. 
Their Geographic Information Systems (GIS) holds information on 2093 
designated sites and over 100,000 hectares of BAP priority habitats. 

Up to date information is vital to inform decision making and ensure 
compliance with environmental legislation; over 50% of the species 
records in the ERIC North East database were gathered within the last 
10 years and around 200,000 new species records are added each year. 

Historical information on the distribution of species and habitats is 
equally valuable, and is needed to monitor and mitigate the effects of 
climate change and to identify opportunities for habitat creation. 

A Local Records Centre is much more than the database of records it 
manages. By working with local and national experts, Local Records 
Centres validate and verify data to known standards, enabling them to 
be used with confidence.

 

▲	Bank Vole, Gosforth Park Nature Reserve 
	 © Veronica Carnell 

Where does the data come from?
The data collated by ERIC North East is collected by a variety of wildlife 
recording groups, societies and individuals, usually on a voluntary basis, 
as well as from organisations who collect data as part of their normal 
business.

At least 75% of the ecological data is collected by volunteers and without 
their hard work and dedication, there would not be the resource to inform 
decision making about the natural environment of the North East.

You can find out more about the recording groups and societies who 
share their data with ERIC North East by visiting the website:
www.ericnortheast.org.uk/links

▲	Xanthoria parietina, Holy Island
	 © Sue Keeton
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The need for ecological 
information

Information about the distribution of legally protected, rare or threatened species, 
habitats and geodiversity sites is needed by organisations in the public and 
private sector whose actions affect the environment. Without up to date reliable 
information, decision makers and policy makers can find themselves exposed to 
adverse risk, legally, environmentally and economically. 

Local Records Centres provide cost effective information services which help 
organisations to comply with their statutory duties, thereby reducing risk and liability. 

The data services provided by Local Records Centres to Local Authorities and 
public bodies are needed for: 

•• Forward planning and development control 
•• Land management 
•• Bio- and Geodiversity Action Planning 
•• Local Wildlife and Geodiversity Sites monitoring and reporting 
•• Control of invasive species 
•• Waste management
•• Hedgerow enquiries 
•• Highway maintenance 
•• Public access to environmental data 
•• Reporting on Government indicators 
•• Monitoring and planning for climate change 
•• Managing flood risk 

▲ Common tern © Kev Hutch
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“The data is vital for informing planning decisions 
- in order to be able to best protect what we have, 

we first need to know what’s there. The data service 
brings together all the biodiversity records from lots 

of different individuals and groups to provide a much 
fuller picture of the wildlife value of an area than any 

one source would have.”
Clare Rawcliffe, South Tyneside Council Countryside Officer



Local Records Centres’ services should be sought to ensure compliance with:

•	 Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 2006 
•	 Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 and Countryside 

and Rights of Way Act 2000 
•	 UK Environmental Information Regulations 2004 (EIR) and 

Freedom of Information Act 
•	 The Hedgerow Regulations 1997 
•	 INSPIRE Regulations 2009 and the UK Location Strategy 
•	 Local Government Transparency Programme 
•	 Planning Policy Statement 9: Biodiversity and Geological 

Conservation (as incorporated into the new Planning Policy 
Statement: Planning for a Natural and Healthy Environment) 

•	 The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 

“The work of regional record centres 
like ERIC North East is vital in pulling 

together all the different data strands 
that are out there and ensuring we get 

the most comprehensive picture of 
wildlife that we can.” 

Andy Lees, North Pennines AONB Partnership

 Bamburgh Castle & St Aidan's Dunes 
© Dan Gordon

▶

1  2  
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Services provided by 
Local Records Centres
Example services (click on the picture for an 
example of each data service)
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Enhanced services provided by 
some Local Records Centres

In addition to the services listed on the previous page, some Local 
Records Centres also provide the following enhanced services:  

•	 Public Wildlife Enquiry Service 
•	 Management of Local Wildlife Sites dataset 
•	 Local Wildlife Site surveys and monitoring
•	 Local Geological Sites surveys and monitoring
•	 Habitat opportunity mapping
•	 Green infrastructure mapping
•	 Species and habitat surveys
•	 Habitat suitability mapping and species modelling
•	 Data interpretation to enhance public understanding
•	 Monitoring and reporting on biodiversity indicators
•	 Monitoring and reporting on LBAP outcomes

Please contact your Local Records Centre for further details of the en-
hanced services they provide.

▲	Bombus terrestris, Wallsend © Dan Gordon

◀	Juniper © Elaine Jaggs

10



Case studies
Enhancing your environment

Durham County Council 
evidence base

ERIC North East supplies data 
regular updates of data for 
protected species and habitats, 
biodiversity action plan species 
and habitats, bird records and 
invasive species records to 
Durham County Council to help 
them fulfil their...

Great North Wildlife 
Exploration Days

ERIC North East received a grant 
from the Community Foundation 
to run the Great North Wildlife 
Exploration Day programme, 
providing an in-depth, 
comprehensive series of public 
events to generate new wildlife...

Ashington BioBlitz

In May 2012 ERIC North East 
worked with the Northumberland 
Biodiversity Partnership to bring 
together volunteers, scientists, 
naturalists, wildlife enthusiasts, 
school groups, students and 
members of the public to find as 
many different...

Buglife’s B-Lines Project

The B-Lines initiative is a 
programme led by Buglife, 
launched in 2011, which aims
to develop a network of linear 
pathways through our countryside 
and towns along which a series 
of wildflower-rich habitat stepping 
stones will be restored and...
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SLAs with regional 
organisations 

SLAs with national 
organisations

Data request income

Office overheads

LRC management and 
service development

Data collation & entry

Data verification and
management

Supporting the local 
recording community & public 

engagement

Servicing information 
requests

IT development and 
management

Income Expenditure

100%

90%

80%

70%

60%

50%

40%

30%

20%

10%
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The value and cost of 
Local Records Centres

Much of the data managed by Local Records Centres is gathered by 
highly dedicated expert volunteer recorders. Without Local Records 
Centres, this valuable data resource would not be made available to 
local and national users promptly and in a suitable format. 

Local Records Centres are run on a not-for-profit basis. They rely on 
income from data provision services to fund their operating costs, which 
consist primarily of staff salaries. 

Because they help provide the evidence base for national conservation 
and monitoring initiatives, Local Records Centres receive some 
income from service level agreements (SLAs) with UK government 
agencies. Data searches for private sector organisations and funding 
from charitable trusts for education and outreach projects provide an 
additional but variable source of income. 

However, these sources only cover a fraction of Local Records Centres 
operational costs. It is therefore crucial that local users contribute to 
maintaining the services provided by Local Records Centres. The most 
efficient and sustainable way of doing this is through a SLA. ▲The balance between income and expenditure of ERIC North East
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Support 12 part-time 
office based volunteers

2.6 full-time staff

Adding 60 hours of work 
per week valued at 
£14,590 per year

Local Records Centres are the most cost-effective way for Local 
Authorities and public bodies to access the data they need and 
to mobilise their own data in order to comply with environmental 
legislation and policies. This cost-effective mechanism for mobilising 
high quality volunteer data can only be maintained if it is supported by 
all the users who rely on it. 

Volunteers also work on all manner of LRC tasks, including data 
digitisation, database development and office administration.

▲	Illustration of the value added by volunteers to 
Local Records Centres, based on a typical week at 
ERIC North East © Richard Yardley

▲ Pond Surveying © ERIC North East
◀ Wildflower identification training



Economic and social benefits of investing in Local Records Centres
Local Records Centres provide vital support to public authorities and 
other organisations in the public or private sector which carry out public 
administration functions or deliver services related to the environment. 
However, a far wider range of people and organisations benefit from the 
services provided by their Local Records Centre. 

Investment in Local Records Centres by local data users is necessary 
to ensure the continued availability of high quality environmental 
information to underpin decision making and limit risk, but there are 
additional benefits for the local economy. 

•• Reliable information on the distribution of priority species and habitats 
in the North East helps attract funding to the region to support 
conservation initiatives. 

•• Investment in Local Records Centres puts environmental information 
in the public realm in ways that provide real benefits to citizens, 
businesses and the local environment. 
•• Local Records Centres’ ability to engage volunteers adds value to any 
investment and improves the skills base and employability of local 
people. 

Economic and social benefits of 
investing in Local Records Centres

“I have learnt so much through my volunteering 
with the team at ERIC. Not only have my wildlife 

identification skills improved, I have gained 
invaluable computer skills and self development 

through working in a professional environment which 
will set me in a great stead once I graduate. Working 

with the ERIC team has highlighted the importance of 
local wildlife records and the need for a department 

dedicated to this.” 
Sophie Nicholls, ERIC North East volunteer

“Thank you so much for organising the event at 
Druridge Pools. It was fascinating to see the bird 

ringing and mammal and moth trapping up close and 
personal! I really appreciated the opportunity to talk 

with the experts and to find out about how and why 
they record information about animals. Great to see 
so many families and young children attending - the 

wildlife enthusiasts of the future!”
Anne Donnelly, volunteer and event attendee
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Sharing data with your 
Local Records Centre

There is a clear need to make information as widely available as possible:

“across the country there is still too little 
sharing of best practice and we are wasting 
time and money trying to find the information 
we need.”

Baroness Andrews, 
Parliamentary Under Secretary of State, 

Communities and Local Government, 
November 2008.

The UK Location Strategy seeks to facilitate access to and re-use of 
all public sector location information including data on biodiversity. 
Local Authorities, public bodies and their contractors regularly generate 
biodiversity data through their land management and planning functions. 
Local Records Centres can help public sector organisations to share 
these data in accordance with the UK Location Strategy by providing 
standardised, secure data storage and access facilities at a local level 
and, through the NBN Gateway, at a national level. 

Monitoring change within our natural environment is an important part 
of our responsibility. Data provided by Local Authorities and public 
bodies will be combined with datasets from a wide range of sources to 
provide a complete and coherent picture of the local environment - so 
you always get more out than you put in! By using LRCs to store and 
manage their biodiversity data, Local Authorities and public bodies 
benefit from a greater degree of transparency. 

Local Records Centres take data security very seriously; they all have 
systems in place to ensure compliance with the Data Protection Act and 
can adapt data sharing and confidentiality agreements to suit specific 
needs. LRCs are experienced in the collation and management of 
data on ecologically sensitive and threatened species and sites, and 
follow strict procedures to ensure that data sharing does not result in 
environmental harm. 

Biodiversity and geodiversity information can be sent in to LRCs in a 
variety of ways to suit your needs. Contact your Local Record Centre for 
information on how they can help you manage and share your data. 
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Local expertise in a 
national network

1  2  

The National Biodiversity Network (NBN) is a partnership of organisations who 
collect and use biodiversity data and are committed to making this information 
widely available for conservation, research and education purposes. Local 
Records Centres play a vital role in this national partnership by supporting and 
guiding local biological recording effort, managing and quality controlling species 
and habitat records and ensuring that biodiversity data are used to inform local 
decision making.

The NBN Gateway is a tool developed by the NBN for communicating and sharing 
biodiversity data via the internet. Local Records Centres make local data available 
to everyone via the NBN Gateway, enabling public bodies to process requests 
for information under the Environmental Information Regulations and to achieve 
the objectives of the UK Location Strategy and Local Government Transparency 
Programme.

The NBN Gateway is not a substitute for the data services provided by Local 
Records Centres. Local Records Centres represent the local delivery of the NBN 
vision, using NBN web services to make data from a wide range of providers 
available for local use at the touch of a button. The Local Records Centres in 
the North East are developing tools to standardise and enhance data provision, 
working within the NBN to increase access to and use of biodiversity data.

16
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ERIC North East is part of a UK-wide network of Local Records Centres 
and a member of ALERC,  Association of Local Environmental Records 
Centres. ALERC represents the interests of Local Records Centres 
throughout the UK, sharing innovations and best practice and promoting 
standards in environmental data management and service provision. 

In addition, national geodiversity databases are being developed by 
Natural England and GeoConservation UK.
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Legislation and Policy relevant 
to the services provided by 
Local Records Centres

1  2  3

Requirement  Description/Information Required

EU Habitats Directive (92/43/
EEC)

EU Birds Directive (79/409/
EEC)

EU Water Framework Directive
(2000/60/EC)

The Conservation of Habitats 
and
Species Regulations 2010

Species listed here are subject to strict regulations.

Member states are required to introduce a range of 
measures including the protection of species and 
habitats, to produce a report every six years on the 
implementation of the Directive. Comprises 189 
habitats and 788 species to be protected by means 
of a network of Special Areas of Conservation, and 
Special Protection Areas (Natura 2000 Sites). An 
appropriate assessment is required for any large-
scale development which is likely to affect these 
sites, which should comprise a review of biological 
data.

EU Environmental Assessment 
Directive (85/33/EEC as 
amended 97/11/EC)

Environmental impact assessments are required 
for most types of large-scale development prior to 
planning approval, which should include biological 
data. Most LRCs derive an income from time given 
to informing EIAs

EU Strategic Environmental 
Assessment Directive 
(2001/42/EC)

Strategic environmental assessments are required 
to protect the environment and promote sustainable 
economic development. They predict, evaluate 
and mitigate the environmental impacts of strategic 
decision making. Biological data should be used to 
inform a robust baseline assessment

Requirement  Description/Information Required

EC Public Access to 
Environmental Information 
Directive (2003/4/EC) 2003

UK Environmental Information 
Regulations, 2004

Freedom of access to information on the 
environment and biodiversity data

‘Public authorities are required to make all 
reasonable efforts to organise the environmental 
information which is relevant to their function and 
which is held by or for them, with a view to its active 
and systematic dissemination to the public, by 
means of ICT’

Natural Environment and Rural 
Communities Act 2006

‘Every public authority must, in exercising its 
functions, have regard, so far as is consistent 
with the proper exercise of those functions, to the 
purpose of conserving biodiversity…… Conserving 
biodiversity includes, in relation to a living organism 
or type of habitat, restoring or enhancing a 
population or habitat’ (Section 40)

Contribute towards ‘publishing a list of the living 
organisms and types of habitat which in the 
Secretary of State’s opinion are of principal 
importance for the purpose of conserving 
biodiversity’ (Section 41)

Wildlife and Countryside Act 
1981 (as amended)

Gives legal protection to the most important 
conservation sites in the country, designated as 
Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs), and to a 
number of the UK’s threatened species. Biological 
data required at a local level to inform designation of 
these sites.
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Requirement  Description/Information Required

Countryside and Rights of Way 
Act 2000

Duty of statutory public bodies to take reasonable 
steps to further conserve and enhance SSSIs. 
Includes monitoring and new allocations. To 
positively manage SSSIs so that they are in 
favourable condition.

National Planning Policy 
Framework

Published in March 2012 setting out the Government’s 
planning policies for England and how these are 
expected to be applied. Chapter 11 ‘Conserving and 
enhancing the natural environment’, paragraph 117:

To minimise impacts on biodiversity and geodiversity, 
planning policies should: 
•	 Identify and map components of the local 

ecological networks, including the hierarchy of 
international, national and locally designated sites 
of importance for biodiversity, wildlife corridors 
and stepping stones that connect them and 
areas identified by local partnerships for habitat 
restoration or creation;

•	 Promote the preservation, restoration and re-
creation of priority habitats, ecological networks 
and the protection and recovery of priority species 
populations, linked to national and local targets, 
and identify suitable indicators for monitoring 
biodiversity in the plan;

•	 Aim to prevent harm to geological conservation 
interests.

Office of the Deputy Prime 
Minister Circular 06/2005

Published in August 2005, by the ODPM and 
Defra, this circular provided an administrative 
guide to accompany Planning Policy Statement 
9.  Although PPS9 has now been superseded by 
the NPPF, Circular 06/05 has not been revoked 
and its guidance currently remains in place.  This 
document highlights application of the law relating 
to planning and nature conservation in England, 
including obligations relating to International and 
National Sites, conservation of priority habitats 
and species outside designated sites and in UK 
and local Biodiversity Action Plans. The Defra 
guidance on Local Sites is also mentioned, as well 
as the implications relating to Protected species 
under international and national law. Its practical 
implementation will rely, sometimes heavily, on 
information held within LRCs.

Requirement  Description/Information Required

Planning and Compulsory 
Purchase Act, 2004

Local Development Frameworks require a robust 
evidence base. Targets are linked to the Regional 
Spatial Strategy.

Hedgerow Regulations 1997 These regulations came into force in 1997 and 
aim to protect important hedgerows by controlling 
their removal though a system of notification to 
local planning authorities. In determining the 
relevant hedgerows, part two of schedule 1 (criteria) 
specifically refers to information that could be held 
by a local records centre.

INSPIRE Regulations 2009 The INSPIRE Directive aims to make it easier to 
access and combine environmental spatial datasets 
held by public authorities, to support environmental 
policy and practice at a national and international 
level. This Directive became UK law under the 
INSPIRE Regulations 2009, setting standards for 
public authorities on metadata creation and the 
provision of publicly accessible data services.  

Community Strategies, Local 
Government Act 2000 and 
Local Government White 
Paper 15, 2006

Audit Commissions Quality of 
Life Indicators

The 2006 White Paper sets out further 
reforms to reshape community strategies as 
sustainable community strategies in line with 
the recommendations of the Egan Review.  It 
recognises that greater links exist between 
community and environmental health. Identifies 
need for robust data/evidence base.

30 a) The percentage area of land designated as 
SSSIs in the local authority area in favourable 
condition; and b) the area of land designated as a 
local nature reserve per 1000 population

The Environmental Impact 
Assessment (Agriculture) 
(England) (No.2) Regulations 
2006

These regulations protect uncultivated land 
and semi-natural areas from being damaged by 
agricultural work, and guard against possible 
negative environmental effects from the 
restructuring of rural land.  Often LRCs hold 
information on land which can inform and enable 
appropriate decisions to be made.
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Requirement  Description/Information Required

Green Infrastructure Agenda The 2006 Northern Way report proposed a 
framework for City Regions to integrate Green 
Infrastructure into their forward strategic planning.

Natural England is seeking to identifying strategic 
corridors relating to both Green Infrastructure and 
biodiversity

UK Location Strategy UK Location is a pan-government initiative to improve 
the sharing and re-use of public sector geographic 
information, maximising its value to UK citizens and 
communities, government, commerce and industry. 
UK Location is the basis for delivering the UK’s 
obligations under the INSPIRE Regulations 2009.

Local Government 
Transparency Programme

An objective of the Local Government Transparency 
programme is to: develop a sector-led approach to 
data transparency which puts local authority data into 
the public realm in ways that provide real benefits 
to citizens, business, councils and the wider data 
community.

Biodiversity 2020: A strategy 
for England’s wildlife and 
ecosystem services

This strategy comes after the publication of the 
Natural Environment white paper, in 2011, by Prof 
Sir John Lawton.  It describes how important 
conservation charities are in achieving the 
Government’s biodiversity aims, and commits 
support to biodiversity recording in the voluntary 
sector.

Environmental Stewardship 
and Farm Environmental 
Plans

Environmental Stewardship is the term given to 
schemes for farmers and other land managers, 
subsidised by public money, that enhance the natural 
environment. There are several levels of these 
schemes and LRC data can be useful in preparing 
applications for all of them. For Higher Level 
Stewardship, a Farm Environment Plan is required. 
This is a detailed assessment of the wildlife value of 
a farm and could be enhanced by incorporating LRC 
data.

“There was an almost universal call to 
establish a meaningful dataset gathered 

locally but collated in one place, providing 
a baseline to measure and monitor against. 
Local Record Centres, which harness local 

volunteers and expertise, were frequently 
cited as best practice in data collection.” 

Summary of responses to the Natural Environment
 White Paper Discussion Document, December 2010

▼Otter © Kevin O'Hara ▼Red Squirrel © Christine Westerback
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Services provided by 
Local Records Centres
List of all recorded BAP priority and legally 
protected species in a defined area

UK Protected Species
‘UK Protected species’ are those taxa specifically identified by UK 
legislation including: Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (as amended); 
Protection of Badgers Act 1992; Conservation of Habitats and Species 
Regulations 2010. The latter regulations enact the European Union’s 
(EU) Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC) in the UK and supersede The 
Conservation Regulations 1994. In our list of protected species, you may 
see designations that refer to schedules in the 1994 regulations, but 
these remain unchanged under the 2010 regulations. 

Some protected species may not be legally disturbed unless you are 
in possession of an appropriate license. If you are in any doubt as to 
whether or not a license is required, you should contact Natural England. 

The following tables detail the protected species that were recorded in 
the defined search area:

1  2  3  4  5  6 
7 8 9 10 11 12
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Group Scientific name Common name Records Dates Designations

Amphibian Lissotriton vulgaris Smooth Newt 2
2000 - 
2002

WACA-Sch5_sect9.5a, WACA-Sch5_sect9.5b

Bird

Anser anser Greylag Goose 5 2010 WACA-Sch1_part2

Circus cyaneus Hen Harrier 1 2001 NERC S.41, WACA-Sch1_part1

Cygnus cygnus Whooper  Swan 3 1998 WACA-Sch1_part1

Falco columbarius Merlin 1 2007 WACA-Sch1_part1

Falco peregrinus Peregrine Falcon 1 2003  WACA-Sch1_part1

Larus 
melanocephalus

Mediterranean 
Gull

1 2011 WACA-Sch1_part1

Flowering 
plant

Hyacinthoides non-
scripta

Bluebell 1 2001 WACA-Sch8

Terrestrial 
mammal

Meles meles Eurasian Badger 2
1999 - 
2002

Protection of Badgers Act (1992)

Sciurus vulgaris
Eurasian Red 
Squirrel

1 1995
NERC S.41, WACA-Sch5_sect9.1(kill/injuring), WACA-Sch5_sect9.1(taking), 
WACA-Sch5_sect9.2, WACA-Sch5_sect9.4a, WACA-Sch5_sect9

1  2  3  4  5  6 
7 8 9 10 11 12
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  Designation name Designation description

WACA-Sch5_
sect9.5a

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (Schedule 5 Section 9.5a)
Section 9.5 Animals which are protected from being sold, offered for sale or 
being held or transported for sale either live or dead, whole or part.

WACA-Sch5_
sect9.5b

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (Schedule 5 Section 9.5b)
Section 9.5 Animals which are protected from being published or advertised as 
being for sale.

WACA-Sch1_
part1

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (Schedule 1 Part 1) Birds which are protected by special penalties at all times.

WACA-Sch8 Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (Schedule 8) 

Plants which are protected from: intentional picking, uprooting or destruction 
(Section 13 1a); selling, offering for sale, possessing or transporting for the 
purpose of sale (live or dead, part or derivative) (Section 13 2a); advertising (any 
of these) f

WACA-Sch5_
sect9.1 (kill/
injuring)

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (Schedule 5 Section 9.1 
(killing/injuring))

Section 9.1. Animals which are protected from intentional killing or injuring.

WACA-Sch5_
sect9.1 (taking)

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (Schedule 5 Section 9.1 
(taking))

Section 9.1 Animals which are protected from taking.

WACA-Sch5_
sect9.2

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (Schedule 5 Section 9.2)
Section 9.2 Animals which are protected from being possessed or controlled 
(live or dead).

WACA-Sch5_
sect9.4a

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981  (Schedule 5 Section 9.4a)
Section 9.4 Animals which are protected from intentional damage or destruction 
to any structure or place used for shelter or protection.

WACA-Sch5_
sect9.4b

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (Schedule 5 Section 9.4b)
Section 9.4 Animals which are protected from intentional disturbance while 
occupying a structure or place used for shelter or protection.

PBA Protection of Badgers Act (1992)
The Protection of Badgers Act 1992 protects badgers from taking, injuring, 
killing, cruel treatment, selling, possessing, marking and having their setts 
interfered with, subject to exceptions.
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BAP Species 
Local Biodiversity Action Plans (LBAPs) focus local conservation on 
national priority species and habitats, but LBAPs also embrace the idea 
of ‘local distinctiveness’ and species which are not UK BAP priorities can 
be catered for by LBAPs if they are of particular local significance. 

The following tables detail the UK BAP and LBAP priority species that 

were recorded in the defined search area:

Group Scientific name Common name Records Dates Designations

bird Emberiza schoeniclus Reed Bunting 3 2007 - 2010 UK BAP, LBAP

bird Muscicapa striata Spotted Flycatcher 3 2006 - 2011 UK BAP, LBAP

bird Emberiza citrinella Yellowhammer 12 2006 - 2010 UK BAP  

bird Coccothraustes coccothraustes Hawfinch 1 2006 UK BAP  

bird Anthus trivialis Tree Pipit 1 2008 UK BAP  

bird Numenius arquata Eurasian Curlew 7 2008 - 2009 UK BAP, LBAP

bird Perdix perdix Grey Partridge 7 2009 - 2010 UK BAP  

bird Vanellus vanellus Northern Lapwing 9 2006 - 2010 UK BAP, LBAP

bird Passer montanus
Eurasian Tree 
Sparrow 1 2007 UK BAP, LBAP

bird Passer domesticus House Sparrow 2 2007 - 2008 UK BAP, LBAP

insect - butterfly Lasiommata megera Wall 6 1985 - 2004 UK BAP  

terrestrial mammal Meles meles Eurasian Badger 3 1990 - 2009 LBAP

terrestrial mammal Sciurus vulgaris Eurasian Red Squirrel 1 2011 UK BAP, LBAP
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Records distribution 
map of any recorded 
species in a defined 
area
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List of all recorded 
BAP priority habitats 
in a defined area 

Local Biodiversity Action Plans 
(LBAPs) focus local conservation 
on national priority species and 
habitats. The following table 
details the UK BAP priority 
habitats that were recorded in the 
defined search area. 

Habitat Area Units

Upland 
Heathland 284 Hectares

Blanket Bog 84.7 Hectares

The map opposite shows the 
distribution of these priority 
habitats in the search area.
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GIS data search of a 
defined area showing 
recorded habitats 

Map showing the habitats 
recorded for a search area in 
Northumberland. The coverage of 
habitat mapped will vary across an 
area and will depend on available 
information.
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GIS data search of 
statutory and non-
statutory sites in a 
defined area. 

1  2  3  4  5  6 
7 8 9 10 11 12

28



Local Site boundaries 
and descriptions
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Regularly updated 
alert layers of 
BAP priority and 
protected species 
and habitats within 
an administrative 
boundary
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Species richness 
maps to highlight 
biodiversity hotspots 

Map showing the number of 
species recorded within each 1km 
square across Gateshead. The red 
and orange areas denote those 
squares where the highest number 
of species have been recorded – 
the biodiversity hotspots. 
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Training to promote 
high quality species 
and habitat recording 

ERIC North East runs regular 
training events for beginners to 
promote high quality species 
recording. Follow this link to see 
the variety of events on offer:
www.ericnortheast.org.uk/news-
events.html

Wildflower ID training © ERIC North East

1  2  3  4  5  6 
7 8 9 10 11 12

32

http://www.ericnortheast.org.uk/news-events.html
http://www.ericnortheast.org.uk/news-events.html


Processing a request for 
information under the 
Environmental Information 
Regulations

1
Is the request for 
environmental 
information 
clear?

2
Is all/part of the 
information 
already available 
to the applicant?

3
Do you hold the 
environmental 
information 
being requested?

Notify
 applicant and 

provide assistance 
to locate relevant 

information.

4 
Is the request for 
environmental 
information 
reasonable?

5
Is all/part of the 
information 
requested still 
in the course of 
completion?

6
Will harm be caused by release of all 
or part of the information?
Refer to Section 12 of the EIR 2004 on 
Exceptions to release. Sector specific guidance 
has been prepared by NBN Trust and partners 
with ICO support for some key exceptions: 1- 
Guidance on Environmental Harm Exception, 
2- Guidance on Volunteered Information 
Exception. You can find this guidance on the 
web at: http://www.nbn.org.uk/eir

Identify harmful 
elements and remove 
or reduce their detail 
from the information 

being requested. Only 
refuse request if all 
parts are sensitive.

7
Does the public 
interest in 
withholding 
the information 
outweigh the 
public interest 
in its release?

State which elements 
are to be withheld; unless 

doing so compromises that 
sensitive element, where 
notification confirms the 
presence or absence of a 

vulnerable species 
for example.

Calculate the 
appropriate 

charge to be made 
and notify the 

applicant.

Assess the 
resources required to 
prepare and issue the 

information requested. You 
will only be able to charge 

for the actual staff time 
required to process the 
request and issue the 

information.

Release Information
Notify applicant.

Refuse Request
Notify applicant.

•	 Close the request
•	 Log details about 

decision reached 
and why.

Notify 
applicant and 

provide assistance 
to improve clarity 

of request

Notify applicant 
and provide assistance to 
locate the information 
requested, on the NBN 

Gateway website for 
example. 

If more 
can be 

provided.

Help 
applicant 

improve their 
request.

Scope work involved. 
Notify applicant of 

receipt and provide an 
estimate of time and 

any fees (see 8).

8
Do you have 
a published 
charging policy 
that is reasonable 
and fair?

Explain who is 
producing the 

information and when it 
is expected to be ready, 
and refuse the request. 
If some information is 

complete go to 6.
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